








What Are Medicare Advantage Plans?

A Medicare Advantage Plan, often called “Part C” or an “MA Plan,” is a plan offered by a private
insurance company that has been approved by Medicare. If you sign up for a Medicare Advantage Plan,
you will still have Medicare; however, your Part A and Part B coverage will be provided by the plan
rather than Traditional Medicare. A Medicare Advantage Plan will cover all of the same things as
Medicare Part A and B and may also cover additional costs not covered by Traditional Medicare such as
vision, hearing, and dental. Most plans also include Medicare prescription drug (Part D) coverage.

What Restrictions do Medicare Advantage Plans Have?

There are certain rules outlined by Medicare that every Medicare Advantage Plan must follow.
However, each plan has the freedom to determine how you receive services and what out-of-pocket
costs you will pay.

Typically, with Medicare Advantage Plans, you are limited to using in-network providers. In-network
providers are doctors, hospitals, drug stores, etc. that have existing contracts with your plan. If you use
a provider outside of your network you may have to pay more, and in some cases, you may not receive
any Medicare coverage at all.

Medicare Advantage Plans may also have differing rules about seeing a specialist. While some plans
may require a referral before seeing a specialist, others may not.

A plan’s rules are subject to change from year to year. If rules will be changing, the plan must notify
you about the changes before the start of the next enrollment year. It is important to read your plan’s
rules carefully to fully understand your coverage.
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Do Your Research

Before signing up for a Medicare Advantage Plan for the first time or before changing plans, it is
important to do your research. The number of plans available may seem daunting, but picking the right
plan will ensure you get the coverage you need without overpaying. Having a good understanding of
what Medicare Advantage Plans are and what to expect when signing up will allow to pick the plan that is
best for your needs.

For additional information about Medicare and Medicare Advantage Plans check out the following
resources:

Medicare & You: The Official US Government Medicare Handbook
Medicare.gov
mymedicarematters.org

Make your golden years the best years. Contact PPG today to see how we can help you live the happiest
and healthiest life possible.

P: (713) 655-0073 W: ppghtx.com




