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Buprenorphine Treatment Consent Form 

Complete this form if seeking treatment for Opioid Use 

1. Buprenorphine is a medication used to treat people with addiction to opioids, such as oxycodone,
hydrocodone, or heroin. Buprenorphine is an opioid that can be used to replace the drugs you are abusing, to
prevent the withdrawal sickness and to help you stop abusing drugs. Like other opioids, after taking
buprenorphine for a while, you will still feel withdrawal sickness if you stop taking it suddenly.

2. Buprenorphine is used to treat opioid addiction and does not directly help with abuse of alcohol or other
drugs such as cocaine or amphetamines.

3. Buprenorphine treatment is flexible and can last as long as is needed to help prevent relapse to drug use.
Each patient will plan how long to be in treatment with the doctor. When a patient and doctor agree that it is
time to decrease the medication, the dose will be decreased slowly to help prevent withdrawal sick ness.

4. Buprenorphine lasts a long time in the body and should be taken at the same time(s) daily after a proper
maintenance regimen is determined by the physician or treatment provider.

5. Buprenorphine treatment is a tool to help patients recover from opioid addiction but should be taken in
combination with therapy/counseling for optimum results. Individual therapy/counseling will be
incorporated into physician visits and patients will also be encouraged to attend 12-step programs.

6. Buprenorphine is available in tablet form mixed with naloxone (buprenorphine/naloxone) available in
generic and brand forms {Suboxone, ZubSolv, etc.). This tablet will work only if you leave it under your
tongue and let it completely dissolve. Even though it may have a bad taste, you cannot eat or drink while
taking the medicine, because if you swallow it, it will not work.

7. Buprenorphine may make you feel constipated or feel tired or sleepy. You may not be able to drive a car or
operate machinery while taking this medicine. If you are having any side effects from the medicine, you must
notify the doctor immediately.

8. This medicine may hurt the liver although rare. Blood tests will be ordered to make sure you do not have
liver problems from the medicine.

9. If you take this medicine with alcohol or any medicine or drug that causes sleepiness, you could become very
sick or die. Taking sedatives such as Klonopin, Valium, or Xanax (or any benzodiazepine) can be dangerous for
people taking buprenorphine and should never be done without the permission of your doctor.

10. If other people take buprenorphine when it is not prescribed for them, they could become very sick or even
die, especially children. To participate in buprenorphine treatment, patients must be able to keep this
medication locked up, in a cabinet or a lock box, so children cannot get to it. If a child or other person takes
your medication, you must call 911 immediately.

My signature below acknowledges I have reviewed and understand items 1 through 10. 

Name: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

Signature: _______________________________________ 
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