
Antibody Testing COVID-19 IgG/IgM Detection Test 

What is the antibody test? 

A blood test looking for antibodies to the COVID-19 virus. Antibodies are produced by the body as a 
response to infection. They are part of the body's immune response and surveillance system. There are 
different types of antibodies - IgM and IgG antibodies. This test is for IgM and IgG antibodies. Typically, 
the IgM antibody develops soon after infection (3 to 10 days) but does not last long. The IgG is often 
detectable later, after day 9, and can last much longer, months to years. It is usually used as a marker of 
immunity, but since COVID-19 is so new we do not know how much immunity somebody would have 
and how long it will last.  

What do test results show? 

If a test reports you have just IgM alone, it suggests you have had the infection recently and have not 
started to produce the IgG antibodies (long-term antibody). If the test shows you have both IgM and 
IgG, it suggests you are in the early recovery phase. If the test shows IgG alone, it suggests you have had 
the infection and are at least 14 days from the beginning of the infection and are unlikely to be 
infectious. If the test is negative for both, it could suggest that you have not had the illness or are in the 
window period of the illness and the antibodies have not yet developed. Test results take 10-14 days to 
process.

Is a person with a positive antibody test immune? 

We do not know, but based on other diseases, when IgG antibodies develop typically a person has 
some immunity to the disease. The exact amount of immunity still needs to be determined. 

Does this mean I can go back to work or go into a hospital without fear of giving it to someone, or 
getting ill?  

It is not known how much immunity a person will have. Most hospital settings are still requiring use of 
personal protective equipment.  

Can I take the test if I just started developing symptoms? 

This would not be useful if you just started developing symptoms. It is not recommended that you take 
this test unless you thought you had previously been infected or had symptoms for approximately seven 
days.  

Potential advantages of antibody testing 

-Test people who we suspected had the illness but were not able to be tested originally due to lack of
testing kits.
-Test people who appeared to have had the illness, but the original test was negative.
-Identification of people in the community who had the illness without significant symptoms.



Potential problems 

-These are new tests (and a new disease) and they have not been able to be well studied over a long-
term.
-The initial testing appeared good enough to get FDA review and cleared for distribution. This is
different from FDA approval which requires many months and years of testing.
-These tests have a sensitivity of 85 to 93% (picks up most of the ones that are positive) and a sensitivity
of 95 to 98%

What it does not do 

-This test is not used to diagnose acute or current covid-19. Even if your antibody test is positive you
should practice proper hygiene, thorough handwashing, wearing a mask out in public and continued
social distancing until that recommendation is lifted from the Governor and the Oregon Health
Authority.




