
New Jersey's 7th medical marijuana site opening in 
Paterson

Joe Malinconico and Lindy Washburn, Paterson Press and Northjersey.com Published 6:42 p.m. ET Dec. 20, 2019 | Updated 7:07 p.m. ET Dec. 20, 2019

Attendees at ribbon-cutting for 
medical marijuana dispensary 
opening in Paterson on Friday, 
Dec. 20, 2019. From Left: 
Assistant NJ health commissioner 
Jeff Brown, Green Thumb CEO 
Devra Karlebach, Mayor Andre 
Sayegh, and Green Thumb’s Dina 
Rollman. (Photo: Jessica Diaz of 
the City of Paterson)

PATERSON — Steve Demko walked over to his car to smoke marijuana Friday morning as he waited for the mayor to cut the ribbon at one of Paterson’s 
newest businesses.

There was a police officer nearby, but Demko said he wasn’t worried. That’s because he is one of 63,000 people in New Jersey who are registered as 
patients in the state’s medical marijuana program.

Demko was attending Friday’s ribbon-cutting ceremony for Rise Paterson, the seventh medical marijuana dispensary in New Jersey, which opens for 
business on Saturday at a commercial complex on Third Avenue, just off Route 20.

“We need more of these,” said Demko, 56, of Clifton, who says he currently buys an eighth of an ounce of medical marijuana every week to help him with 
his chronic pain.

Just before Phil Murphy became governor, New Jersey’s medical marijuana program had 17,000 participants, according to Jeff Brown, the deputy state 
health department commissioner.

Murphy, who favors legalization of recreational marijuana, led an overhaul of the restrictive policies on medical 
marijuana enacted under Gov. Chris Christie's administration, changes that more than tripled the enrollment.

Registration fees were cut in half to $100, and the number of conditions for which marijuana is prescribed 
expanded to include post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, chronic pain and opioid use disorder (when 
used in combination with medication-assisted treatment). New rules also allowed the sale of cannabis-containing 
vape cartridges.

The most common conditions for which patients now purchase cannabis are chronic pain “due to 
musculoskeletal disorders,” “intractable skeletal spasticity,” PTSD, and severe or chronic pain due to cancer or 
HIV. 

Legal weed vs. vaping: Why NJ wants to legalize one but ban the other is raising questions (/story/news/new-
jersey/2019/10/02/vaping-marijuana-pose-challenge-nj-lawmakers-gov-phil-murphy/3789055002/)

Legal weed: How much will NJ really make from taxing legal weed? (/story/news/new-
jersey/marijuana/2019/08/19/nj-legal-weed-why-tax-estimates-hazy/2001186001/)

The new Paterson dispensary is the first of six authorized to apply for a license under the Murphy administration, a doubling of the original six approved 
by  Christie. The medical marijuana program currently is considering applications to add 24 more dispensaries –eight in the north and central regions and 
seven in the south, with one additional location to be designated later.

https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/2019/10/02/vaping-marijuana-pose-challenge-nj-lawmakers-gov-phil-murphy/3789055002/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/marijuana/2019/08/19/nj-legal-weed-why-tax-estimates-hazy/2001186001/


/

Demko, the Clifton resident, said he buys his medical marijuana at the Secaucus dispensary. But sometimes the lines there are two hours long and the 
center runs out of marijuana, Demko said.

The other dispensary near Demko’s home is in Montclair. But he stopped going there because he doesn’t like “the quality of the product.”

Rise Paterson, which is owned by Green Thumb Industries, is growing its marijuana supply at an old industrial building in South Paterson. But those
plants have not yet matured enough to produce cannabis for Rise Paterson’s customers, company officials said. For the first four months, Rise Paterson
will get its marijuana from a company called Curaleaf, which operates a dispensary in South Jersey.

Some South Paterson residents have raised objections to having the marijuana growing facility in their part of the city. But so far, there hasn’t been any
neighborhood opposition to the distribution center, officials said.

“The location is good because it’s on the outskirts of the neighborhood,” said Councilman William McKoy, who represents the 3rd Ward where the
dispensary is located.

Mayor Andre Sayegh said Green Thumb’s decision to put the dispensary in Paterson was a benefit in multiple ways. Sayegh said the center is providing
jobs for Paterson residents, revenue for the city, and convenience for local residents who are patients in the medical marijuana program.

Dr. Michael Gentile, whose offices are in Wyckoff, was among the people at the Rise Paterson open house. Gentile said he has 100 patients in the
medical marijuana program, up from about 25 who participated before Murphy took office. Gentile said he expected a good portion of his patients to use
the Paterson site because of the convenience.

“This is the best thing to happen in Paterson since the silk mills,” the doctor said. “I love it.”
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