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Blood clots

Definition 

Blood clots are clumps that occur when blood hardens 
from a liquid to a solid. 

A blood clot that forms inside a blood vessel or within the 
heart and stays there is called a thrombus. A thrombus 
that breaks loose and travels from one location in the body 
to another is called an embolus. The related medical 
disorder is called an embolism. For example, an embolus 
that gets stuck in the lungs is called a pulmonary 
embolism. 

Sometimes other materials can act like an embolus and 
block blood flow, including: 

Air •
Amniotic fluid •
A piece of atherosclerotic plaque •
Fat clumps •
Small pieces of tumor•

See also: 

Angina •
Arterial embolism •
Atheroembolic renal disease •
Deep venous thrombosis •
Heart attack •
Pulmonary embolism •
Renal vein thrombosis •
Stroke •
Thrombophlebitis•

Alternative Names 

Clot; Emboli; Thrombi 

Possible Complications 

Thrombi and emboli can firmly attach to a blood vessel. They can partially or completely block the flow of blood in that 
vessel. 

A blockage in the blood vessel prevents normal blood flow and oxygen from reaching the tissues in that location. This is 
called ischemia. If ischemia is not treated promptly, it can result in tissue damage, or death of the tissues in that area. 
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The information provided herein should not be used during any medical emergency or for the diagnosis or treatment of any medical condition. A 
licensed medical professional should be consulted for diagnosis and treatment of any and all medical conditions. Call 911 for all medical 
emergencies. Links to other sites are provided for information only -- they do not constitute endorsements of those other sites. © 1997- 2011 
A.D.A.M., Inc. Any duplication or distribution of the information contained herein is strictly prohibited. 

Page 2 of 2Blood clots

8/12/2011http://eclinicalworks.adam.com/content.aspx?ref=applications.adam.com&url=eclinicalwo...


